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Statue of the Sacred Heart with Vigil Lights 


We have had wonderful success in the marketing of a Statue of the 
Sacred Heart with a receptacle at the base to take a Vigil Light Glass. 

Weare, therefore, offering the following combination to Catholic 
families: One Statue, 13 inches high; one Ruby Glass; and one 
dozen 15-hr. Vigil Lights. This will be sent postpaid within a 
distance of three zones on receipt of $2.50. 


Will & Baumer Candle Co., Inc. 


405 Main Street, St. Louis, Mo. 





LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, 
all gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev. Father 
Kuenzle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in 
official use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin 
diseases, abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect 
especially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Price $2.50 per box. 


Address : Lapidar Co., 
Agents wanted Chino, California 
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The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 


It is impossible to find a more soul-thrilling description of our 
Redeemer’s Passion than the revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich. 
In this book the intensity of our Lord’s sufferings and the compassion 
of His Blessed Mother are placed before our eyes with a clearness that 
overwhelms the soul with emotion. Few hearts can be so hardened 
as not to be deeply moved on reading this remarkable work. The 
book also contains a sketch of the life of Anna Catherine Emmerich, 
who bore the Wounds of our Savior in her own body. Tastefully 
bound in cloth, gold stamping. Price, $2.00 





Santa Barbara Liniment 


An effective remedy for neuralgia and rheumatism. 
These and similar ailments are speedily relieved and, as a 
rule, permanently cured if the Liniment is used at the 
proper time and according to the directions enclosed. 
Price per bottle $1.50. Procured genuine only from 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 









Premiums for New Subscriptions to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


“The piéture of the Miraculous Crucifix is all and more than you make it 
out to be in your magazine,” writes a priest. Our offer still holds good: A large 
picture of the Holy Christ of Limpias for one new subscription; a larger picture 
tor two new subscriptions to ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.” 


A Brochure, containing the doctrine of BI. de Montfort on 











One New “True Devotion to Mary,” a most welcome premium; or 
Subscription A Gilt Jubilee Medal of St. Benedict; or, 
A Genuine Cocoa Rosary. 
“The Golden Book,” A complete prayer-book, contain- 
ing the treatise of Bl. de Montfort on “True Devotion 
Sen Sew to Mary,” cloth binding, red edges; or 
Subscriptions A Beautiful Picture, “Death of St. Joseph,” 15x22 in. 
or, A Lovely Picture of the Mother of God with the 
Divine Child, 16 x 26 in.; or 
“The Holy Face,” 16 x 21 in. 
Three New “The Last Supper,” 20x32 in. The original is considered 
Subscriptions the greatest masterpiece of Christian art. 
“The Golden Book,” A complete Blessed Virgin prayer- 
Pte i book, containing the treatise of Bl. de Montfort on “True 
moseripsons Devotion to Mary,” gold edges, leather binding, 448 pp. 
vice ew A Rolled-gold Scapular Locket, with Gold-filled chain; 
1 
Subscriptions or, A Heavily Gold-plated Jubilee Medal of St. Bene- 
dict, with chain. 
Six New “The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ,” according to 
Subscriptions the Revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich, in German 
or in English. 
The Book ‘‘Father Paul of Moll’’ in English only; or 
Eight New ‘*Adoration Book of the Blessed Sacrament,’’ in Eng- 
Subscriptions lish or in German, leather binding; or, 


A handsome Rosary, Gold-filled chain, guaranteed 
from 10 to 20 years. 























Our Thorn-Crowned Savior 


‘*And platting a crown of thorns, they put it upon His head’’ (Matt. xxvii. 29). The 
crowning of thorns was one of the most painful tortures inflicted upon our Savior during His 
bitter Passion, for these thorns penetrated deep into His Adorable head, the most sensitive 
part of the body. This pain was also of the longest duration, for this torment continued 
until the last moment of Jesus on the Cross. Whenever the cruel crown was touched, the 
sharp points penetrated deeper into our Savior’s head, renewing all His pain and agony. O 
Jesus, Thou didst wish to be crowned with throns that we may obtain the crown of eterna 
glory in heaven! 
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A monthly periodical devoted to the honor of the Mest Blessed Sacrament and 
the consolation of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.50 
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Take and Eat 


THE REGULATIONS made by the Holy Father Pius X, 
in regard to frequent Communion, must ever be held up before 
the minds of the faithful and carried into effect. The press 
which claims to be an “apostolate” must co-operate with the 
Holy See. The Church wills it; God wills it. 

1. Take and eat. Such is the invitation given you by 
our Divine Savior, and renewed each day at the consecration 
of the Mass, when He shows you His Body under the white 
veil of the Sacred Host. He does not say, “Take and adore,” 
but, “Take and eat”; for, at the institution of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament Christ wished, above all, to make Himself the food 
of your soul (Decree, Dec. 20, 1905). 

2. Take and eat. Oh, that you would realize the pleasure 
you give Jesus Christ by uniting your heart to His! “Every 
Holy Communion,” says Father Defurmont, “is for Jesus Christ 
like another paradise.” A twofold pleasure you give to Jesus 
thereby; first, because it is His delight to be with the children 
of men, even as a mother delights to press her child to her 
heart; secondly, because you give Him an opportunity to enrich 
you with His treasures and to fill you with His Divine life. 
“I am the Bread of life,” He says; “if any man eat of this 
Bread, he shall live forever” (John vi). 
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3. Take and eat. The partaking or reception of the sacri- 
fice after its immolation, belonged to the essence of the sacri- 
fice; without the reception of the sacrifice it would have been 
incomplete. Therefore the Jewish priests, according to the 
law of Moses, divided the burnt offerings among themselves 
and the people; and hence, Fenelon says, “To assist at the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass without communicating, is a muti- 
lated action.” . 

4. Take and eat. The priest is strictly obliged to com- 
municate each time he says Holy Mass, and this obligation 
is so stringent that, should he become sick after the Consecra- 
tion and not be able to continue the Holy Mass, another priest 
even though he were not fasting, must complete the Holy 
Sacrifice by receiving Holy Communion. But now, the faithful 
who assist at the Holy Mass take part in the Sacrifice, that 
is, they offer with the priest. It is, therefore, most proper 
that they, too, communicate with the priest, as the priest prays 
after Holy Communion: “Grant, O Lord, that what we” (there- 
fore the faithful also), “have taken with our mouth” (therefore 
not only spiritually), “we may receive with a pure mind...” 

5. Take and eat. “Are not they that eat of the sacrifices, 
partakers of the altar?” (1 Cor. x. 18.) “Through Holy Com- 
munion,” says the Council of Trent, “we are most intimately 
united with the Divine Savior, and in the fulness of His Divine 
life.” “In vain do we celebrate the Sacred Mysteries,” says 
St. Chrysostom, “if no one communicates.” 

6. Take and eat. For twenty centuries Holy Church in 
union with Jesus, has raised her voice for frequent Holy 
Communion. The first Christians submissively followed her 
call and communicated daily. St. Justin describes the beautiful 
order of this ceremony and says: “The deacons distributed 
the Sacred Bread to all present, and they brought It to the 
absent.” This custom,” said Pius X, “was also practiced in 
later centuries and, according to the testimony of the holy 
fathers, produced richest fruit for life eternal.” To perpetuate 
the fruit of Holy Mass, the Council of Trent expresses the 
-wish that “at every Holy Mass, all present receive Holy Com- 
munion, not only spiritually, but actually.” 

7. Take and eat. Holy Communion is the visit from 
Jesus; It is the renewal of the Incarnation and Redemption 
in each of us. Through Holy Communion Jesus enlightens 
our understanding, warms our heart, guides our will, sows the 
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seeds of all virtues in us, purifies our soul and augments our 
glory in heaven. Oh, that we comprehended what we receive 
at the Table of the Lord! “If thou didst know the Gift of 
God!” (John iv. 10.) 

Christian souls, you who have the devout custom to assist 
daily at Holy Mass, oh, take and eat as Mary did during each 
Mass celebrated by St. John. That is the supreme and last 
wish of Jesus Christ. Let us heed the call of Jesus Christ, 
of the Church and the Holy Father. Let us revive the pious 
customs of the early Christian times in regard to frequent, 
yea, daily Communion. Happy those who begin. At first they 
will probably have to undergo some persecution on the part 
of the world, but their reward will be all the greater, and 
the triumph of this holy apostolate all the more glorious. 

O Virgin Mary, our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacrament, 
glory of the Christian people, joy of the universal Church, salva- 
tion of the world; pray for us and awaken in all the faithful de- 
votion to the Holy Eucharist, in order that they may render 


themselves worthy to receive It daily. Indulgence of 300 days 
every time. — Pius X, Dec. 9, 1904. (Jan. 23, 1907.) 


0DS0308060866 
“But the Greatest is Charity” 


CHARITY IS AS OLD as the human race; it was numbered 
among the delights of paradise. Outside of the gates of 
paradise, even among the most savage people, charity never 
wholly disappeared from among men. True, its sphere was 
narrowed, its faculties weakened, and it degenerated into a 
mere natural love; but it existed at least in the quality of 
conjugal and filial love, love of friends and love of relatives, as 
also in the quality of compassion and natural kind-heartedness. 
But what did disappear, was the true appreciation of the 
value and rank of charity. Some despised it as unmanly 
weakness. Even Virgil, the great heathen poet, in the passage 
where he describes the peace and repose of the wise man, 
enumerates among his good qualities also this: that he never 
felt compassion for the poor. Others, indeed, recognized the 
nobility of love, but not its positive royal rank. They prized 
other qualities higher, such as wisdom, justice, fortitude and 
valor. Nor was the true greatness of charity fully revealed in 
the Old Testament. 
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But then came the time, the fulness of time: the Holy 
Night — the Nativity of our Savior at Bethlehem — then Holy 
Thursday —Good Friday —the whole immensity of Divine 
Revelation in word as well as in its fulfilment of the New 
Testament. In these mysteries of a God-made-man, Love’s 
beauty and nobility were revealed, and its queenly pre-eminence 
established. 

A doctor of the law came to Jesus and asked, “Master, 
which is the great commandment in the law?” And the Son 
of God answered: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy 
whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and with thy whole 
mind (Matt. xxii. 35 - 37). 

The most zealous disciples of Jesus have ever propagated 
that Canticle of Love which the Divine Master Himself intoned 
while among men in human form. Peter admonishes the first 
Christian congregation: “Before all things have a constant 
mutual charity among yourselves” (1 Pet. iv. 8). The aged 
John, according to a holy legend, when too weak from old age 
to speak much, contented himself with exhorting the faithful 
again and again: “Little children, love one another!” James, 
with great animation, calls the commandment of the love of 
our neighbor “the royal law” (ii. 8). Paul, too, filled with the 
Spirit of Christ, conjures his followers: “But above all these 
things have charity” (Col. iii. 14), and then writes that wonder- 
ful thirteenth chapter of his first epistle to the Corinthians, 
which ends with the words: “Faith, hope, charity: these 
three; but the greatest of these is charity.” 


In What Perfect Joy Consists 


Who is not familiar with the beautiful dialogue between 
St. Francis of Assisi and Brother Leo, on their journey from 
Perugia to Santa Maria degli Angeli? On this occasion St. 
Francis -exclaimed: “If our friars could give sight to the blind, 
that would not be perfect joy. And if they converted unbeliev- 
ers, if they could speak the language of angels, and understood 
the paths of the stars and the intrinsic virtue of herbs — write, 
Brother, perfect joy does not consist in that.” 

Brother Leo, in amazement, at length asked: “Father, I 
pray thee, for God’s sake tell me then, in what does true joy 
consist ?” 

And St. Francis answered: “If, when you arrive at Santa 
Maria, the porter receive you with coldness and insult, and 
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you bear all this with cheerfulness and love, then, O Brother 
Leo, little lamb of God’s fold, write that therein consists 
perfect joy.” 

Greater than faith is charity. O Faith, thou Divine, heaven. 
ly virtue, through thee man fills his soul with the eternal 
truths, with all the sublime problems and mysteries of God! 
But, nevertheless, greater than faith is charity. Charity, too, 
believes all things (1 Cor. xiii. 7); it comprises faith in God 
the Father, in God the Redeemer, in God the Sanctifier of all 
men; but it signifies still more. Born of faith, charity has 
outgrown faith. Likewise, charity is greater than hope. Charity 
embraces hope, it “hopeth all things” (1 Cor. xiii. 7) from God 
and from man; but it does not content itself with merely 
hoping, it acts and helps. “Faith, hope, charity: these three; 
but the greatest of these is charity” (1 Cor. xiii. 13). 

But why make so many comparisons? We need to consider 
but one thing. What is the fundamental idea of Christianity 
in its briefest form? God is charity (1 John iv. 8). Chris- 
tianity in all its ancient works: the Incarnation, the Passion, 
have made it clear to us that no word of the human language 
comes nearer to the incomprehensible Essence of God, than 
the dear old, friendly little word “love.” Among all our words, 
deficient and inadequate as they are, this one word is always 
the best expression for that inner and most mysterious Essence 
and Being of God. Not wisdom, not justice, not eternity, not 
omnipotence ranks first in the Essence of God who has revealed 
Himself to us in the life of Jesus, but love. It is a love that 
provides for the sparrow, clothes the lily, is crucified for 
man; a world-creative, world-sustaining, a joy-imparting and 
an all-embracing love. If, then, love reveals itself as that 
which is nearest and most closely related to God, why should 
it not be the most sublime and exalted, the most beautiful and 
precious in this world? Other things may be ever so great 
and precious, ever so sublime and holy, the greatest is and 
remains charity, which is the most closely related to God, for 
God is charity. The more perfect our charity, the more per- 
fect our life in God. 


emo oteté 


REMARK. — Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church 
has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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The Bitter Passion of Our Lord 
From the Writings of St. Alphonsus Liguori 





The Love of Our Savior in His Passion 


THE GREATNESS OF LOVE in the Heart of Jesus is 
immeasurable. Had He been commanded to suffer death for 
us, not once, but a thousand times, His love would have been 
great enough to do this. Had He received the command to die 
for each person individually, instead of for all men together, 
He would have died as gladly for everyone in particular as for 
all in general. Yes, if instead of remaining on the Cross for 
three hours, He would have had to remain on it until the day 
of judgment, His love would have been great enough to submit. 
Our Lord, therefore, loved more than He suffered. O Divine 
Love, how much greater is Thy ardor than it outwardly ap- 
pears! The Blood and the Wounds reveal to us a great love 
indeed, but they do not disclose its full extent. These outward 
signs are, as it were, only a spark issuing from the ocean of 
flames by which Divine love consumes His Heart. The greatest 
proof of love is that a man gives his life for his friend; but 
even this proof was not sufficient to satisfy the great love of 
our Lord for man. Besides His bitter Passion, our Savior has 
left us the wonderful memorial of His sufferings: the Holy 
Eucharist, wherein He abides with us till the end of time. 


The Most Useful Devotion 


Devotion to the Passion of our Lord is unquestionably the 
most useful of all devotions and produces the greatest effect 
upon the heart. It is the most pleasing to God, most consoling 
to sinners, and most calculated to inflame the heart with love. 
For from what other source do all spiritual gifts flow — hope 
of pardon, strength against temptation, confidence of gaining 
heaven? From whence come the many interior lights, the 
many loving affections and salutary resolutions, if not from 
the Passion of our Lord? The apostle therefore justly anath- 
ematized all those who do not love Jesus Christ: “If any man love 
not our Lord Jesus Christ, let him be anathema” (1. Cor. xvi. 22). 
-- St. Bonaventure says that there is no devotion more profit- 
able for the sanctification of the soul than meditation on the 
Passion of Christ. He therefore advises us to meditate on it 
daily, if we wish to make progress in the love of God. The 
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saints meditated on the sufferings of our Redeemer with all 
the ardor of their compassionate hearts. 

Through this, St. Francis of Assisi became a seraph of love. 
One day this saint was found weeping bitter tears. When 
some one asked the reason of his grief, he answered :“ I weep 
on account of the sufferings and manifold ignominies of my 
Redeemer; but what grieves me most is, that men for whom 
He suffered so much, think of it so little.” At these words 
his tears flowed afresh, so that he who had questioned him, 
began to weep with him. During an illness, St. Francis was 
once advised to have something read to him from a book of 
devotion. “My book is Jesus Crucified,” replied the saint. 
Again and again he admonished the religious of his Order to 
compassionate our Savior in His Passion. “He who is not 
filled with the love of God at the contemplation of Jesus dying 
on the Cross, will never love Him,” says Scupoli. 


020308026 


Sufferings of Our Savior on the Cross 





Torments of the Body 


WHAT OUR SAVIOR suffered on the Cross, not even an 
angel of heaven could adequately describe, for His sufferings 
were immeasurable. Jesus on the Cross suffered two kinds of 
torments: tortures of the Body and agonies of the Soul. 

The most painful tortures imaginable were inflicted upon 
the holy Body of Christ. His Body was submerged in an ocean 
of suffering. Through the inhuman scourging, His sacred Body 
was all torn and wounded. Through the brutal crowning with 
thorns, His Adorable head was pierced with numberless 
wounds. When Jesus was nailed to the Cross, His sacred limbs 
were violently extended. St. Mechtilde once asked our Lord 
which was His greatest suffering on the Cross. Jesus deigned 
to answer: “Dreadful were the torments I experienced at the 
crucifixion, but inexpressible were My tortures when My Body 
was so frightfully distended that all My bones could be 
numbered. If anyone thanks Me for this suffering, he renders 
Me as great a service as if he had anointed all My Wounds. 
Whoever thanks Me for the thirst I endured, I accept it from 
him as if he had quenched My thirst.” 

What martyrdom our Divine Savior endured in His sacred 








350 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Body during those three long hours He hung upon the Cross 
when every moment was an agony sufficient to cause death! 
The cruel nails were driven through His sacred hands and feet 
in the very place where all the nerves and sinews meet. But 
His torturous thirst was above all human comprehension. 


Anguish of Soul 


Jesus is God. Through Divine assistance He endured all 
the evils, all the sufferings in His most holy Body and most 
blessed Sou]. Jesus is innocent. For me He hangs on the 
Cross; through the Cross He reconciles me with the Father 
and opens heaven for me. Oh, how I ought to love my Savior! 
How I ought to thank Him! 

The greatest suffering of His Soul was that He was forsaken 
by His Heavenly Father. Had God deigned to cast but one 
compassionate look on the Soul of Jesus He would have been 
comforted. The Soul of Jesus found in God only inexorable 
rigor and justice. Jesus alone can fully comprehend all the 
torture His sacred Humanity endured in His dereliction on 
the Cross. 

What a suffering must it have been for the loving Heart 
of the Son to see His holy, sinless Mother at the foot of the 
Cross, her soul overwhelmed in an ocean of grief and com- 
passion; to see her Heart bored through by the sword of sorrow! 

How cruelly bitter was the anguish of His Heart at the 
thought that His death on the Cross would be suffered in vain 
for the greater part of mankind, and that many would even 
curse Him, all of whom He wished to redeem and save! 

“Had this sorrow been something material, neither the 
distance between heaven and earth, nor the immensity of the 
universe would be capable of containing it,” writes a soul 
privileged by God. 

Alas! we think too little of the sufferings of the Body and 
the holy Soul of Jesus, when we look at the Crucifix. What 
an awful thing sin must be, that a God-Man had to suffer thus 
to expiate it! Nothing preaches the justice of God more 
impressively than the bitter Passionand death of Jesus Christ. 


What Does Our Savior Say to Us from the Cross? 


The Image of the Crucified shows us not only the justice 
of God, but also, and even more, His infinite love for man. 
This our Lord revealed to St. Gertrude as she one day 





























The Sorrowful Mother 


Our Lord once revealed to the privileged soul, Veronica of Binasco, ‘‘My daughter, the 
tears you shed in compassion for My sufferings are pleasing to Me, but bear in mind that on 
account of My excessive love for My Mother, the tears you shed in compassion for her suffer- 
ings are still more precious.’’? Devotion to the sorrows of Mary is a source of great graces 
because it is so pleasing to our Divine Lord. As soon as we sympathise with the sorrows of 
Ilis Mother, we draw our Savior to ourselves. 
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affectionately held her Crucifix and kissed it. “Every time 
one kisses the Crucifix,” said Jesus, “or looks at it with 
devotion, the eye of God’s mercy is fixed upon his soul. He 
should then listen within himself to these words of tenderness 
from Me: ‘Behold how I, for love of thee, hang on the 
Cross, — naked, despised, My whole Body wounded, all My 
limbs distended. And still My Heart is enkindled with such 
glowing love for thee, that if it were beneficial for thy salvation 
and thou couldst not be saved in any other way,I would for 
thee alone endure all that I suffered for the whole world.” 

Through such meditation, man is incited to gratitude; for 
it is always a great grace when one looks lovingly at the 
Crucified; while, on the contrary, a disregard for this precious 
sign of our Redemption would bring sad spiritual losses. Another 
time the same saint, while lovingly contemplating the Image 
of the Crucified, understood that “When anyone, with tender 
devotion, looks upon this Image, our Lord, in turn, looks upon 
him with such merciful compassion that his soul receives a 
most consoling impression from Divine Love, so that the whole 
heavenly court is filled with joy. The oftener he does this on 
earth with reverence and love, the greater will be his reward 
in heaven.” 

Is this not a most consoling promise, capable to incite us 
to look very often with love and devotion upon our Crucified 
Savior! 


The Image of the Crucified Redeemer and Our 
Sins and Negligences 


The remembrance of the bitter Passion and ignominious 
death of Jesus Christ is an unspeakable comfort when we are 
weighed down by the thought of our many sins and negligences. 
Meditation on the Passion is an effective remedy against sin. 
This also our Lord revealed to His beloved St. Gertrude! “If 
a person, laden with grievous sins, were to offer to God My 
sufferings and My death which I endured innocently, he would 
uplift himself through this hope so that his sins would be 
forgiven; yea, in virtue of this act he would even receive the 
remission of the temporal punishment; for there is no remedy 
more effective against sin than the devout remembrance of 
My Passion connected with a true spirit of penance.” 

On a certain Friday evening, Gertrude cast her eyes on 
a Crucifix, and penetrated with grief, she exclaimed: “Ah, my 
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Beloved, what cruelties Thou hast suffered on this day for my 
salvation! And I, alas! have been so occupied that I have not 
devoutly recalled what Thou didst suffer for me each hour... 
when Thou didst die for love of me.” 

From the Cross, our Lord answered: “I have supplied what 
thou hast neglected, for I have accumulated each hour in My 
Heart what thou oughtest to have accumulated in thy heart; 
consequently, My Heart is so inflamed with love that I have 
ardently desired this hour in which thou wouldst address this 
prayer to Me, in union with which I will offer to God My 
Father all I have done for thee during this day, and which 
without thy contrition could not be so advantageous for thy 
salvation.” From this we learn the faithful love of Jesus toward 
man, and how He Himself makes atonement for our faults and 
negligences if we are sorry for them. Let us offer to the 
Heavenly Father our Crucified Lord, bleeding from every 
Wound, in expiation for our sins. The Eternal Father cannot 
refuse us forgiveness when He beholds His dearly beloved Son 
making so complete atonement for our offenses. Oh, how 
consoling, that we have an all-powerful Mediator before the 
Father! To represent to ourselves our Savior suffering so 
cruelly for our sins, is the best means to awaken in our hearts 
sentiments of perfect contrition. Oh, how profitable it is for 
souls to kneel frequently before a Crucifix and awaken sorrow 
for their sins! Then they, too, will receive the sweet reward 
accorded to St. Gertrude. 


Devotion to the Five Holy Wounds 


Even after His resurrection, our Divine Savior retained 
the five Wounds in His sacred Body. He shows these glorious 
Wounds to the Eternal Father in heaven and pleads for our 
salvation; He also desires these holy Wounds to be venerated 
in a special manner by the faithful of His Church. Many 
saints had great devotion to the five holy Wounds and kissed 
them a countless number of times on the Crucifix. This 
practice is very pleasing to God and He has often rewarded 
it with signal graces. Only think of the privileged souls who 
were favored to bear the sacred stigmata in their own body; all 
these were specially devout to the suffering Savior. 

St. Gertrude declares that she never failed to receive some 
new favor each time during the day when she applied herself 
in spirit to venerate the Adorable Wounds of Jesus. Our Lord 
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Himself taught her to say this prayer while saluting His holy 
Wounds: — 

Hail, Jesus, my most loving Savior! I salute Thee in the 
ineffable joys of Thy Divinity; I embrace Thee with the 
affection of the whole creation, and I kiss the sacred Wound 
of Thy love. 

Our Savior assured St. Gertrude that if one recites these 
words in honor of His five holy Wounds whilst kissing them 
devoutly and adding some prayers or good works, and offering 
them through His sweetest Heart, they will be as acceptable 
to God as the most arduous devotion. 

Another efficacious practice in honor of the five holy 
Wounds, is to pray the “Our Father” five times with extended 
arms. According to the servant of God, Anna Catherine 
Emmerich, the Heavenly Father cannot reject such a prayer 
because He is thereby reminded of His Son hanging on the Cross. 

St. Gertrude was accustomed to kiss the five holy Wounds 
in expiation for her sins. When she kissed the Wound in 
the left foot, she obtained the full remission of all her sins — 
in thoughts and words. Through the Wound in the right 
foot, Jesus supplied all her omissions in holy thoughts and 
words. Through the Wound in the left hand, He granted her 
the remission of all sinful deeds. Through the Wound in the 
right hand, He supplied all her omissions in good works. 
Through the Wound in his sacred side, she was cleansed from 
every sin by those precious drops of Blood and water which 
were shed from the opening made by the lance. Through the 
Precious Blood shed from the five Wounds, she was adorned 
with every virtue.—Is not this a precious practice! It should 
induce pious souls to kiss the five holy Wounds frequently. 


The Image of the Crucified 


The Cross is the sign of our Redemption. We revere it, 
salute it, and whilst venerating it, we adore our Blessed Lord 
who died upon it for our salvation. No image is so widely 
circulated in Christendom and so highly venerated in the Cath- 
olic Church, as the Crucifix. Every altar upon which a priest 
offers the Adorable Sacrifice must have a Cross, and this sacred 
sign is used at all the consecrations of Holy Church. Every 
truly Christian family holds the Crucifix as the most treasured 
ornament of the home. How touching is the custom for the 
bride or bridegroom to bring to their new home a beautiful 


_— 
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Crucifix and place it in an honorary position!* This is a proof 
that Jesus Christ Crucified is the true Lord of the house. 

What silent sermons are given by a worthy image of our 
Crucified Savior! From its place it urges the family to have 
their hearts animated by Christian sentiments. It looks down 
so earnestly when the members of the family enjoy happiness 
and prosperity; and so mildly and consolingly when they suffer 
misfortune. From its quiet place the Crucifix preaches of 
grace, of forgiveness or patience and charity; it warns and 
admonishes them so mildly when some of them go astray on 
the way of sin. When disunion disturbs the peace and tran- 
quillity of the home, then from the silent lips of the Crucified 
Lamb who hangs on the wall, come touching admonitions 
for reconciliation. 

O Christian families, honor and venerate the Crucifix! 
Jesus Crucified is your true Friend, the witness of all that 
happens in your family. How quickly the days and weeks 
pass; but He is always in your midst. He sees your children 
grow to maturity; He sees how dear ones are carried from 
your home in the coffin; He sees you in your happiness, and 
again He gazes upon you when your eyes are wet with tears. 
He is your only true Consoler, ever near to comfort you. 
Jesus has said: “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all things to Myself” (John xii. 32). Oh, may the image of 
the Crucified Savior draw all hearts of the family to Himself, 
unite them in prayer and in charity, keep them from the 
vanities of the world and be the source of mutual love. 


Union with Jesus Crucified 


The Crucifix is, in truth, a school of all virtues. Our 
Divine Savior taught St. Gertrude how we should look up to 
Him ‘as our Model in our sufferings. When we hear our 


*It is very difficult, in fact, well-nigh impossible to secure a 
Crucifix with expressive features of our suffering Savior. We recom- 
mend for every home a beautiful enlarged picture of the Holy Christ 
of Limpias. No words can express the grandeur and beauty, and 
the depth of impression this picture makes on one who studies it. 
Much more so than a Crucifix, it presents to us the bitter sufferings 
and merciful love of our Blessed Lord. We have two enlarged pic- 
tures of this wonderful Crucifix. Either is given for but one new 
subscription to “Tabernacle and Purgatory.’’ During this holy 
season of Lent, we trust every one of our dear friends will secure a 
new subscription in order to receive this marvelous picture. 
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dying Savior pray for His enemies and excuse them before 
His Father: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do” (Luke xxiii. 34), should it then not be easy for us to 
love our enemies? In union with that love with which Jesus 
prayed for His enemies we, too, should pray for those who injure 
us. One day when St. Gertrude prayed thus for her enemies, 
our Lord was so pleased that He granted her the forgiveness 
of all her sins. 

St. Gertrude likewise understood the value and meritorious- 
ress of all that is done in union with the Passion of Christ. 
If we have anything to suffer, let us think or say: “O Jesus, in 
union with that love wherewith Thou didst suffer for me, I 
will suffer this, and offer it to Thee. I place my sufferings in 
Thy love-glowing Heart; grant that they may obtain the con- 
version of sinners, perseverance for the just and help and 
consolation for the poor souls.” 


0203-08028 


THE BEST WAY 


In almost every family there is a jewelry casket, in which gold and sil- 
ver ornaments, wedding rings, etc., are preserved. Some of these are 
treasured very sacred, because they are remembrances of a fond mother, 
a pious grandmother, of a loving brother gone hence in the bloom of youth, 
or of a dear departed sister. These keepsakes we cannot preserve forever, 
nor would we wish to sell them—that would be irreverent. But what shall 
we do with them? The simplest and best way to dispose of them is to 
give these treasures to our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament for a precious 
chalice, a golden ciborium, or silver candlesticks. 


Such was the practice from the earliest ages in the Catholic 
Church. This is the origin of those beautiful, artistic chalices, cande- 
labras and monstrances which may still be seen in many cathedrals of 
Europe. Almost all were the gifts of pious, noble women who did not 
hesitate to sacrifice their golden rings, ear rings and bracelets for so 
sacred a purpose. Such touching love and gratitude is very consoling 
to the Divine Heart of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. The good Lord 
will generously reward such faith and devotion. We will gratefully 
accept gold and silver ornaments, rings, etc. They will be moulded and 
one day wrought into a chalice for the Precious Blood, into a ciborium 
to hold the Sacred Hosts, or into silver candlesticks to adorn the expo- 
sition throne in our Adoration Chapel. We ask, however, that no 
plated articles be sent, as these cannot be melted for our purpose. The 
gems received will be used to embellish these sacred vessels of the 
altar. All precious articles should be sent by registered mail. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
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Chosen Souls Who Have Venerated the 
Thorn-Crowned Head of Our Savior 





Throughout the centuries, there have been in the Church 
chosen souls who have had special devotion to the Holy Face. 
Among the most illustrious were, St. Augustine, St. Bernard, 
St. Gertrude the Great and St. Mechtilde. One of the most 
beautiful hymns in honor of the Sacred Face was composed by 
St. Bernard (1153); another was written by St. Bonaventure 
(1274). These saints worshipped in a special manner the 
thorn-crowned head of Christ. The aim of the Church in 
propagating devotion to the Holy Face is: that the faithful may 
daily increase more and more in the memory of the sufferings 
of our Lord, and that in their heart they may nourish sorrow 
for their sins and an ardent desire to make reparation for the 
offenses against the Divine Majesty. 


St. Gertrude 


With wonderful clearness our Savior impressed this upon 
St. Gertrude. One day this saint beheld our Lord in the 
pitiable state in which He was bound and tied to a pillar 
between two executioners, one of whom tore His flesh with 
thorns, whilst the other lashed Him with scourges. Both of 
them struck Him in the Face, and It was so disfigured that 
Gertrude was penetrated with bitter grief; nor afterwards 
could ‘she restrain her tears whenever she remembered 
that vision. It seemed to her as though Jesus turned His Face 
from side to side, but that each time He did so, it was only, to 
be struck more cruelly by the other executioner. “Tell me, 
O Lord,” exclaimed St. Gertrude, “the remedy that can soothe 
the sufferings of Thy Divine Face.” 

Jesus replied: “If anyone meditates upon My sufferings 
with tenderness and compassion, and charitably prays for sinners, 
his heart will be to me as a soothing balm for these Wounds.” 

Often during her meditations, St. Gertrude saw the Divine 
Countenance of our Savior resplendent as the sun, illuminating 
the priests, inflaming the devout, converting sinners. Once she 
asked why the blessed Countenance of our Redeemer shone 
like the sun, and she received this explanation: “Like the sun, 
My Countenance.-illuminates, warms and fructifies.” 

On one occasion when St. Gertrude was compassionating 
the Adorable Face wounded and disfigured, she asked our 
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Lord for a special grace for those who would practice this 
devotion. From His Divine mouth she heard this consoling 
promise: “All those who meditate frequently on the vision of 
My Divine Face, attracted by the desires of love, shall receive 
within them, through My Humanity, a bright ray of My Divinity, 
which shall enlighten their inmost souls, so that they shall 
reflect the light of My Countenance in a special manner 
throughout eternity.” 
St. Mechtilde 

Overcome with ardor, St. Mechtilde once exclaimed to her 
sisters: “Let us all, full of holy desire, hasten to venerate the 
sweetest Countenance of our Lord, which will be our all in 
heaven, all that a glorified soul can desire.” This same saint 
once having asked of our Lord to grant that those who celebrate 
the memory of His sweet Face should never be deprived of His 
amiable company, He replied in these precious words: not one 
of them shall be separated from Me” (Bk. I. ch. xiii). The Lord 
then blessed them with the words: “The splendor of My 
Countenance be their eternal joy.” 


St. Edmund 


The great servant of God, St. Edmund of Canterbury, 
was accustomed to pray: “May I expire from ardent desire 
of beholding the Face of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Sister Teresa of the Child Jesus and of the Holy Face 


This saintly Carmelite nun, Sister Teresa of the Child Jesus 
and of the Holy Face, commonly known as the “Little Flower,” 
who died in the odor of sanctity September 30, 1897, nourished 
a touching, ardent devotion to the Adorable Countenance of 
our Savior. She sought to soothe the sufferings of the Holy 
Face by bringing sacrifices to save souls, and encouraged 
others to do the same. She composed a most beautiful prayer 
in honor of the Holy Face which she recited daily. It reveals 
her compassion for Jesus in His sufferings, as well as her vehe- 
ment longing to behold that Divine Face in glory. Veneration 
of the Holy Face was one of her dearest devotions. After 
Holy Communion she would bend over the Face of her Beloved 
which delighted her with Its secret charms. 


The Carmelite Nun of Tours 


On July 8, 1848, Sister Mary of St. Peter died in the odor 
of sanctity, at the Carmelite Convent of Tours in France. She 
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had been favored by heaven with many revelations concerning 
the reparation of blasphemies uttered against the Holy Name 
of Jesus, and veneration of the Holy Face had been pointed 
out to her as a most efficacious means of making reparation for 
them. Our Divine Savior transported her in spirit to the spot, 
where on the way to Calvary He was met by Veronica, and 
made known to His spouse how great was the service this 
heroic woman rendered Him when she wiped with her veil, His 
Adorable Face all covered with spittle, perspiration and Blood. 

Our Savior revealed to this religious how great is the satis- 
faction He derives from the veneration of His Sacred Counte- 
nance by saying: “According to the care thou takest in making 
reparation to My Face disfigured by blasphemers, so will I take 
care of thine which has been disfigured by sin. I will reprint 
upon it My Image and render it as beautiful as it was on 
leaving the baptismal font. 

“I seek pious souls,” our Lord said to Sister St. Peter, “who 
like Veronica would wipe My Divine Countenance and venerate 
It... Those who on earth venerate My wounded Countenance 
will once behold It in heaven all resplendent in glory.” 

Devotion to the Holy Face is regarded as a sign of pre- 
dilection, for how would it be possible for a soul who had 
loved this Divine Countenance, to be excluded from beholding 
It in Its glory in heaven! 

For the holy season of Lent, our friends will welcome our booklet, DEVOTION 
TO THE HOLY FACE. It contains meditations on the Sacred Countenance, 
particularly during the Passion of our Savior. With many beautiful prayers. 
Five cents each. 

ECCE HOMO PICTURE — Devout soul, if you realize how beautiful and 
how beneficial is devotion to the Sacred Countenance of our Savior, surely you will 
wish for a picture of our thorn-crowned Redeemer which will inflame your heart 
with love and move you to compassion. We offer you one of the most touching, 
most life-like, and most devotional images of the Thorn-crowned Head that Chris- 
tian art has ever produced. Ecce Homo 15x19 inches, 25 cents postpaid. 





It is with deep sorrow that we inform our dear readers of 
the death of our venerated Superior, Mother M. John, on Ash 
Wednesday, February 14th. She had been at the head of this 
Community of Perpetual Adoration from Sept. 3, 1883 until 
Nov. 10, 1920, — over thirty-seven years. We most fervently 
recommend her beloved soul to the prayers of all our dear 
friends. R.I.P. 

Mother M. Dolorosa and Community, Clyde, Missouri. 








Fourth Station 
Jesus is Met by His Blessed Mother 











lV’. We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee: 
Rk. Because by Thy holy Cross Thou hast redeemed the world. 





Every picture is a work of art. Doubdtiess only a few of our readers 
know of the beautiful “Way of the Cross” we have printed. It is made up of four- 
teen pictures with a touching meditation and prayer for each station. The above 
picture shows the fourth station. Every picture is a work of art and powerfully 
moves the soul to devotion and compassion for our Lord. 

During Lent, the devotion of the stations is most suitable. It is an edifying 
custom, practiced in some tamilies, to pray the stations at home when they cannot 
attend church. All will we!come this booklet. You can give great pleasure to the 
sick and aged by presenting them with this beautiful station-book. This “Way of 





Reflection 


Urged by her great love, Mary follows Jesus on 

the way to Calvary. Oh, what a painful meeting! 

The Sorrowful Mother beholds Jesus, her dearest Son, 

bearing the heavy Cross. What indescribable anguish 

wrings her tender Heart! She longs to die either for 

Jesus or with Jesus. O Mary, Mother most sorrowful, 

meet me graciously at my departure from this world ! 


Prayer 

O Jesus! O Mary! O suffering Son! O grief- | 
stricken Mother! O most loving, most sorrowful | 
Hearts! I am the cause of Your great and manifold 
sufferings. Oh, that my heart, too, were filled with 
grief and contrition. © most compassionate, most 
afflicted Mother! Share with me thy sufferings; let 
me feel thy anguish that I may mourn with thee and 


that thou mayest come to my aid in my last need, 





at the hour of my death. Amen. 
Our Father... Hail Mary... 


V. Crucified Lord Jesus have mercy on us: 
Rk. And help the suffering souls in purgatory. 


Holy Mother, pierce me through, 
In my heart each wound renew 
Of my Savior Crucified. 





‘ the Cross” will aid all to pray the stations with profit by keeping before their eyes 
the scenes of our Lord’s Passion. 

Those who are hindered from going to church may gain the indulgences of 
the stations at home, if they hold in their hands a Crucifix enriched with the indul- 
gences of the stations, and pray with a contrite heart: the Our Father, Hail Mary 
and Glory be to the Father fourteen times; then the same prayers five times in 
honor of the five holy Wounds of Jesus, and again, the Our Father, Hail Mary and 
Glory be to the Father once according to the intention of the Sovereign Pontiff. 

**Way of the Cross,’’ price 30 cents. A small but beautiful Crucifix, 25 cents each; 
4-in. Crucifix, 40 cents each; 6-in. Crucifix, 60 cents each. If desired, the stations 
will be blessed, and the Crucifix enriched with the indulgences of the stations and of 
the dying. 
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History of Veneration of St. Joseph 





DURING former centuries, veneration of St. Joseph was a 
hidden devotion. In our days, however, it has become a brilliant 
light marvelously enlightening the hearts of the faithful, and 
inflaming them with love for Jesus and Mary. Holy Church, 
by inspiration of the Holy Ghost, has placed herself under the 
protection of St. Joseph, proclaimed Him the patron of the 
Universal Church, and urgently recommends the faithful to 
venerate this saint in a special manner. 

Why, we ask, was St. Joseph not publicly venerated in 
earlier centuries as he is now? For this, solid reasons may 
be given: 

1. St. Joseph was considered a saint of the Old Testament, 
because he died before Jesus, and the saints of the Old Tes- 
tament were not venerated so highly as, for instance, the mar- 
cyrs whose relics were in the possession of the Church. 

2. In the early ages, there arose heretics who denied the 
Divinity of Jesus Christ, and therefore, veneration to St. Joseph 
as foster-father of Christ and head of the Holy Family, was 
not encouraged by the Church, lest those poorly instructed 
should doubt the Divinity of Jesus. 

3. The memory of St. Joseph was celebrated at the same 
time as the feast of the Nativity of our Lord and the Epiphany, 
so that it was not considered necessary to institute a special 
feast in his honor. However, even in the catacombs there 
were pictures of St. Joseph with those of Jesus and Mary. 


How Did Veneration of St. Joseph Develop 
during the Middle Ages? 


1. As early as the fifth century, we find beautiful paintings 
of St. Joseph in the churches of Rome. 
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2. In the Middle Ages, great saints, such as St. Bernard, 
St. Gertrude, St. Margaret of Cortona, and others, brought 
devotion to St. Joseph more and more into the light. During 
the year 1413, Gerson sent an appeal to all the dioceses of 
France, exhorting the bishops and faithful to greater venera- 
tion of St. Joseph. Gerson hastened to the Council of Constance 
(Switzerland), and after a beautiful eulogy on St. Joseph, re- 
quested the bishops to institute a feast in his honor for the 
Universal Church. Although this did not take place immediate- 
ly, still there were many saints, who by word and pen, 
propagated devotion to St. Joseph. Among the most illustrious 
were, St. Bernardine of Siena, St. John Capistran, St. Vincent 
Ferrer, St. Peter Alcantara; later, St. Francis de Sales and others. 

3. St. Teresa was encouraged by our Lord Himself to 
place the reform of the Carmelite Order under the patronage 
of St. Joseph, and to promote devotion to this saint. The 
Franciscans followed the example of the Carmelites, and intro- 
duced the feast of the Espousals of Mary and Joseph and the 
feast of the Patronage of St. Joseph. The Augustinians and 
Dominicans were not slow to take up the same cause. 

4. All classes of Christian society were inspired with this 
holy enthusiasm; many new congregations originated which 
placed themselves under the patronage of St. Joseph. Entire 
kingdoms hailed him as their patron. The Lazarists chose 
St. Joseph for the special patron of their novitiate; the Capuchins 
distributed the scapular of St. Joseph. 

5. Everywhere churches were built in honor of St. Joseph, 
so that at the present time there is scarcely a diocese without - 
a church in honor of this great saint; no church without an 
altar or a statue of the foster-father of Christ, and no truly 
Christian home without a picture of the head of the Holy Family. 

6. The girdle of St. Joseph, brought from the Holy Land 
by St. Louis in the year 1254 is still preserved. The wedding 
ring is kept in the city of Perugia, Italy. There are miracu- 
lous images of St. Joseph in Laval, France, in Kalisz College 
in Poland, and in St. Joseph’s Church, Cracow, Poland. 

7. The feast of St. Joseph was extended to the whole 
Church by Pope Sixtus IV, and its solemnity was increased 
as time went on. Pope Clement XI inserted the name of St. 
Joseph into the Litany of All Saints. 
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How Did Veneration of St. Joseph Develop 
in Recent Times ? 

1. Pius IX, after ascending the pontifical throne, extended 
the feast of the Patronage of St. Joseph to the whole Church, 
granted a number of indulgences for the month of March, the 
month dedicated to St. Joseph, and approved of his confraternity. 
The crowning of all these acts in honor of St. Joseph was the 
solemn proclamation by Pius IX at the Vatican Council in 
1870, which made St. Joseph the Patron of the whole Catholic 


Church. 
2. Leo XIII extolled St. Joseph in several encyclicals and 


prescribed a special prayer in his honor for the month of the 
Holy Rosary. 

3. In latter years, a special “Preface” has been composed 
for the Mass in honor of St. Joseph. Benedict XV had an 
invocation to St. Joseph inserted in the “Divine Praises.” After 
the praises of the Immaculate Virgin Mary which follow those 
addressed to God, we pray: “Blessed be St. Joseph, her most 
chaste spouse.” 

4. The highest honor, however, here on earth, will be the 
official proclamation of the Protodulia worship, which consists. 
in conceding to St. Joseph a veneration higher than that given 
to any angel or saint, except Mary, whose veneration the 
Church calls Hyperdulia. Therefore, after Mary, St. Joseph 
shall receive the highest veneration among all creatures. This 
is due to him because of his espousal with Mary, the Mother 
of God and the Spouse of the Holy Spirit, and because of his 
position as foster-father of the Incarnate Word. Because of 
his exalted office, St. Joseph ranks far higher than St. John 
the Baptist, the holy apostles and all the angels. 

Before the beginning of the World-War, about a thousand 
bishops sent a petition to the Supreme Pontiff, begging His. 
Holiness to accord Protodulia veneration to St. Joseph. May it 
be granted to the present Holy Father to bestow this distinction 
upon the foster-father of our Lord, the Patron of Holy Church. 

Let us fly to his protection in all our dangers, and ask 
his intercession in all our needs. St. Joseph is the protector of 
children; call upon him to preserve their innocence. As patron 
of the family and the Church, he is the protector of all Chris- 
tian families; as a holy carpenter, he is the friend of all Chris- 
tian societies of labor; and having died in the arms of Jesus 
and Mary, he is the patron of the dying. 
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“That's a Miracle of St. Joseph!” 





THE FOLLOWING remarkable occurrence was related by 
a priest of Savoy, France, in 1876. 

Augustina Trelcat, a young girl of nineteen, the daughter 
of a modest, thoroughly Christian family, had been ill for five 
years. For a number of years she had suffered so much from 
stomach trouble, that she could no longer retain the least 
nourishment, and consequently had become extremely weak. 
She was also afflicted with serious heart trouble. The circulation 
of the blood no longer being regular, she had fainting spells, 
which finally occurred so frequently and lasted such a length 
of time, that at long intervals she was fully conscious for only 
one or two minutes. Her father often told me that these 
moments of consciousness, if counted together, would scarcely 
amount to an hour a day. 

In this condition she had been since October. So great 
was her weakness, that she could no longer make herself 
understood, nor lift her hand to her mouth. The physician 
had long given her up, and ceased to visit her, after informing 
her parents that there was no hope of recovery, and that day 
by day they must be prepared to find her dead. 

Augustina knew well that there was no hope for her 
recovery. She had of her own accord asked for the last 
sacraments, which she received with most edifying sentiments 
of faith and resignation to the will of God. On this occasion 
she recommended herself for the last time to her parents, her 
former playmates, as well as to myself, all with the most 
beautiful sentiments of faith, and without a word of complaint 
or discouragement passing her lips. 

With the same beautiful and edifying Christian resignation, 
her father and mother sacrificed their daughter to God. Besides 
all these trials, the girl’s father fell seriously ill. It was in 
December 1875; he also received the last sacraments. In this 
painful situation, the sick girl always replied to those who 
bewailed her misfortune, “I do not complain; God wills it!” 

Guided by this thought of faith and resignation to the 
will of God, these good and pious people made a novena to 
Our Lady of Lourdes, and asked me repeatedly to offer up a 
Holy Mass in this intention, not so much for the recovery of 
their daughter, for whom they entertained no further hope, as 
to commend her to God through the Blessed Virgin. 
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The month of St. Joseph was now at hand. We held 
devotions in honor of our glorious patron in the church. The 
services were well attended by young and old. Augustina’s 
parents — her father had meantime recovered — attended reg- 
ularly, to pray for their sick child. Every evening I saw the 
father come with his two other children. Nothing can better 
describe their confidence and simplicity of faith, than the 
following words of the youngest daughter to her mother: “O 
mother, if you knew how fervently I prayed to St. Joseph! 
There are so many people in church, so I stand on tip-toes 
that St. Joseph can see me.” 

On March 19th, Augustina suffered more than usual. In 
her whole body, and especially near her heart, she felt sharp 
pains, such as she had hitherto not endured, and which wrung 
from her sighs and moans that made one suppose she was 
about to breathe her last. 

In this manner she suffered the whole day; but in the 
evening about the time the devotions were taking place, 
she slept quietly, and did not wake even once during the night. 

When her parents came in the morning to set the patient’s 
room in order, a loud, strong voice called out, “I am well — 
we will pray!”— They looked at her.— What a surprise! Au- 
gustina knelt beside her bed, her hands folded and praying. 
All began to praise God with her, and when their prayer was 
finished, the patient repeated, “I am well!— Please give me 
something to eat.” 

In reality, the cure was as complete as sudden; henceforth 
she spoke and ate; she was troubled no more with choking, 
vomiting, chills or fainting spells. On this day she had more 
than a hundred visitors, with whom she spoke aloud, without 
feeling the least fatigue. From this time she took any kind 
of food, without the least trouble of indigestion, and at once 
began to busy herself with the household duties, and also to 
visit the church. 

These are the facts of which we have been eye-witnesses. 
I have related this in all simplicity and with conscientious 
exactness. But in my parish all unanimously declare, That’s 
a miracle of St. Joseph! 


Go to Joseph, 10 cents per copy; Devotion to St. Joseph, 5 
cents per copy. Devout clients of St. Joseph! You will find no 
booklets so clear on the privileges of St. Joseph or such beautiful 
prayers in his honor as in these two booklets. Order now. 
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The Dominican Friar, Lecomte 





IN the year 1887, the world-renowned preacher, Father 
Lecomte, O.P., died in Jerusalem. When far advanced in years, 
and already an old man, he founded the monastery of St. 
Stephen, the seat of the famous Bible school, on the spot where 
the first martyr shed his blood. When his life was ebbing 
away during his last illness, Father Lecomte was taken to the 
French hospital. At the approach of death, he was seized with 
great fear because of the account he would have to render to 
God. The Sister of Mercy who attended him tried to calm 
him, and referred to his many labors for God and the Church. 
“Work is not everything, my sister,” answered the Dominican; 
“pray for me after I am dead.” 

The sister promised to do so, adding, that if she did not 
pray enough he should let her know, and she would redouble 
her prayers. 

“Ah!” replied the patient with a smile, “it is not so easy 
to come back from the other world.” 

“Well, ask God to permit it.” 

Father Lecomte died a few days later and was buried. 
The sister prayed for him for a time as she had promised, 
but after some weeks shortened the number of her prayers 
‘for the deceased, and finally forgot her promise altogether. 
One day while at her work, she heard a sudden noise and 
perceived an unusual odor. Then she heard the familiar voice 
of Father Lecomte saying: “O my sister, pray for me! I 
suffer dreadfully!” 

Two weeks passed; the manifestation was repeated, but 
this time the deceased said: “Thank you, dear sister, your 
prayers are like a refreshing dew which falls into the flames 
and diminishes their intensity. Oh, go to the monastery of 
St. Stephen and tell the prior to offer a novena of Masses for 
me. These Holy Masses will cancel my debt.” 

The sister hastened to the prior and related what had 
happened. At first the superior had his doubts about the 
matter, but thought, at any rate, the Masses cannot harm 
Father Lecomte if said according to the sister’s request. 

The novena was begun the next morning. In the evening 
of the same day at the hour when the friars were retiring, a 
brother heard a knock at the door. “Comein!” hecalled. What 
was his surprise when he saw Father Lecomte walk into his 
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cell! The deceased Dominican was radiant, and said! “My 
sufferings are now ended. In heaven | shall be of more service 
to you than I was on earth.” At the same time he affectionately 
pressed the brother’s hand and withdrew as he had come, 
carefully closing the door. 

Immediately, the brother went to the prior and related 
what had just happened. All thanked God and resolved to 
remember their deceased brethren with renewed fervor, and 
not to forget them so soon. 
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Father of the Poor 





ST. FRANCIS DE SALES, the great and learned bishop 
of Geneva (died Dec. 28, 1622), was not only a man mighty 
in word, full of zeal for God’s cause and the welfare of men, 
but also a man of extreme disinterestedness, mildness and 
compassion. Every thought, word and deed of his life was in 
most beautiful harmony with his noble soul. He understood 
in a special manner how to win the hearts of the poor, and 
he experienced a heavenly delight in hearing himself called 
Father of the poor. 

“One day,” relates the Bishop of Belley, “I traveled with 
him across the sea of Annecy. There the sailors called him’ 
Father, and spoke quite familiarly with him. ‘See,’ he said to 
me, ‘these people call me Father, and it is true, they love me 
like a father. Oh, what a pleasure they give me; a far greater 
pleasure than all the complimentors who address me as ‘Your 
Lordship.’ ” 

To show himself as a true father of the poor, in city and 
country, he received, most graciously, the little presents which 
they brought him in gratitude for his charity and the performance 
of his pastoral duties among them. One brought him a handful 
of nuts, another some apples, eggs or cheese; others again, a 
few pennies as Mass stipends. The money he received was 
distributed among the poor at the church door. Eatables he 
put in his pocket and ate them at table. 

He could not bear to see poor people meanly clad and 
shivering from cold. Immediately he would give them money 
to buy warm clothing for themselves, or if he had no money, 
he gave them his own clothes. One day a poor man came to 
him covered with rags. The saint called his servant and said: 
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“Give this man one of my warm shirts.” The servant obeyed, 
but the beggar, on receiving a shirt, darned and mended, cried 
out: “Just see, Your Lordship, what he is giving me!” 

“Look again, if you cannot find something better.” 

“This one is the least mended among all you have,” replied 
the servant. 

Turning to the beggar the holy bishop said: “My friend, I 
ams rry I have nothing better. Be kind enough to accept it.” 

At times the servant became quite provoked when he saw 
the bishop despoil his wardrobe. “My friend” the bishop 
would then say, “do not be angry. These clothes belong 
more to the poor than to me, because they are more in need 


of them.” 
OD 02 02020 


A Way That Leads Infallibly to Paradise 





It was a solemn moment when our Lord proclaimed the 
great commandment: A new commandment I give unto you: 
that you love one another as I have loved you (John xiii. 34). 
And how has our Savior loved us? Had He not shortly 
before knelt before the apostles and washed their feet? Had 
He not from purest love given them His Sacred Body and 
Blood as their food? And after the institution of the Blessed 
Sacrament, did He not go to Mt. Olivet to sorrow and to 
suffer, and then to die on Golgotha, from purest love of us? 

The first Christians understood well this commandment. 
They were one heart and one soul. Among them there were 
no needy, no suffering members. The Gentiles could not 
understand such magnanimous charity; they stood amazed and 
exclaimed: “Behold how they love one another!” 

And we in our times? The dear readers of our magazine 
have indeed practiced sublime charity! Many, very many 
have brought great sacrifices. But let us not grow cold; let 
us not become lax. We will fathom and practice this com- 
mandment with ardent fervor and living faith, Now, more 
than ever, effective, compassionate charity is necessary. A 
dreadful calamity has befallen Germany within the last month. 
The French have occupied the best part of this country, and 
German money has become almost worthless. It is almost 
incredible — but the American dollar has already reached the 
value of from forty to fifty thousand mark! (Normal pre-war 
rate, four mark to one dollar!) 
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Through this depreciation of the mark, the convents and 
monasteries have lost their whole income, and the inmates 
are now as poor as beggars. Oh, it is sad, sad beyond expres- 
sion, how wretched is the condition of the cloisters in Germany 
and Austria! All the religious institutions, all the Catholic 
homes and asylums for children, all educational institutions 
and colleges, cannot possibly exist without alms and support 
from other countries, and especially from America. The 
poorest of the poor, however, are those religious and nuns 
who live separated from the world, and serve God in prayer 
and sacrifice. It is, above all, the many Benedictine and 
Carmelite nuns of Germany and Austria. 

From Central Europe we have been informed that want will 
increase until 1925.— Two more years of pressing need and dis- 
tress! Oh, let us not grow weary in the exercise of works of 
mercy! What a consolation it will be for us to know that our 
help has been the means of saving these cloisters from utter ruin! 

Most pitifully the bishops and superiors of monasteries beg 
for Mass stipends. Now, during this holy season of Lent, let 
us redouble our works of mercy and compassion for love of 
our suffering Savior and His Dolorous Mother. 


Great is the Reward and Blessing of Almsgiving 


“Alms is a fruitful tree bearing a thousandfold fruit,” declares 
St. Bonaventure. “Whoever gives to the poor will never suffer 
want.” There is scarcely anything that will bring us more tem- 
poral blessing than almsgiving,” St. Francis de Sales assures 
us. “He that hath mercy on the poor, lendeth to the Lord, and 
He will repay him” (Prov. xix. 17). 

Greater, however, than any temporal recompense, is the 
eternal reward and blessing of almsgiving. How beautiful 
are the words of St. Peter Damian, doctor of the Church: “O 
virtue of almsgiving! Like a copious fountain thou washest 
away the stains of sin, quenchest unholy desires; thou savest the 
children of darkness from the deep abyss, and leadest the chil- 
dren of light into the kingdom of heaven. Those who are covered 
with the mire of sin and vice, thou makest pure; and those who 
were ripe for eternal damnation, thou transformest into saints.” 

And St. Augustine says: “If thou openest thy hand to 
the poor, Christ will open to thee the portal of heaven that thou 
mayest take possession of paradise.” The poor dearest to our Lord 
are His priests and the consecrated virgins, — the brides of God. 
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Laibach, Jan. 7, 1923 
Dear Father Lukas, 


With a heavy, heavy heart, but full of childlike confidence, |! 
come to you as a poor beggar. I would not have dared, | would not 
have had the courage, but our good Archbishop exhorted me to call upon 
you, Rev. Father, with full confidence, and His Lordship said he himself 
would write to you and be my intercessor. Dear Father, you cannot im- 
agine our great misery! We have been separated from our Province 
through the unhappy war. We are so poor, as poor as our little Infant 
Jesus in the stable. But we will not complain when we think of the alms 
which you have sent us in the past from noble hearts. We had to buy 
wood, with the money Your Reverence sent us, and we bought some that 
we could at least cook our meals. We also bought some hay for our only 
cow. Now, we had an opportunity to buy potatoes and also some cabbage 
for the winter, but the cost was dreadfully high. Our Archbishop said we 
should purchase it and ask the owner to give us credit fora few months. In 
the meantime, he promised to appeal to you, Rev. Father, and beg you to 
interest noble American hearts in our distress. O dear Father, | come to 
you with uplifted hands, and with tears in my eyes I ask you, oh, if it is 
possible, help us! Help us as much as you can! May the good God place 
means in your hands that you can aid us in our bitter need. In the past, 
whenever we took refuge to you in our despairing need, our petition was 
granted. Now, help us again we beseech you! We pray for you and all our 
benefactors, and will do so the rest of our life. O dear Father, recommend 
us to charitable hearts! Wishing you a blessed Lenten season and a joyous 
Easter, I remain, With deepest respect and gratitude, 

Sr. Amata, Superioress of the Sisters of the Holy Cross 


Kaernten, Austria 
Dear Father Lukas, New 2 


I can never express to you our joy on the 16th of the past month, 
when we received a personal letter from you, our greatest benefactor! May God 
reward you a thousand times for preparing so great a happiness for us! I could 
not restrain my tears as I read the contents of your dear letter. How thoughtful 
of you to help us in our great need, even by sending us habit material. That we 
are still in existence, we owe, after Divine Providence, to our dear benefactors 
in America. In our greatest need we again received from you, thru... the sum 
of twenty-four million crowns, for which we express our most sincere thanks. 
Then came the great benefit direct from you. I made it known in the whole 
house that we were expecting habit material, sent by Father Lukas. At once, 
all began a novena of Masses and Communions for our benefactors in America, 
and we eagerly awaited the box. Finally we received notice that the box had 
arrived, but the agent demanded two hundred ninety-two thousand crowns duty 
onit. I sent a petition to the government stating that the box was a “Gift Pack- 
age” and as such was free of duty. At length it was released without charge. 
Oh, how beautiful! What gratitude toward God and our benefactors filled our 
hearts when we saw that lovely cloth! We cannot express our gratitude, but 
we pray for you and all those noble and generous souls who have helped us at 
the cost of many a sacrifice to themselves. Oh, I am so happy to know that 
we wear the same kind of habit goods as our good benefactor, Father Lukas! 
Really, we wear our habits with sentiments of reverence. May the good God 
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whose special instrument you are, and through whom He manifests His loving 
providence toward those who depend upon Him, bless you abundantly. 

Prices are now incredibly high! A car load of potatoes costs eleven mil- 
lion crowns and we need about three cars, as we eat mostly potatoes and cab- 
bage. Coal and wood are dreadfully hard to get. Oh, we suffer very much 
from cold, but we endure all for love of God and His holy Mother Mary. Your 
Reverence wished to know if we could buy habit material cheaper in Austria. 
No, indeed. Such goods would cost two hundred thousand crowns a yard, and 
it would not be of such good quality. In fact, we could not purchase such an 
amount of material in our whole country! Once more assuring those who have 
helped us, of our heartfelt thanks and our fervent prayers, and begging them 
not to weary showing charity toward us during these bitter times, I remain, 

Your most deeply indebted, Zr. d 
Sr. M. Augustine of Jesus, Prioress. 


Klagenfurt, Jan. 10, 1923. 
Rev. Father Lukas, 

Again we owe you our deepest gratitude for the great benefit we have 
received from benefactors through you. The Infant Jesus brought us five million 
crowns, and it will help us pay off a little of our great debts. In many respects, 
this past year, 1922 wis a dreadful year; it was really more depressing than the 
previous year,1921. It must be considered a miracle of Divine Providence that 
we still exist! In order to pay some of our debts, we were obliged to sell part of 
our property. Unfortunately, this now deprives us of our income, but we trust in 
God, When our Archbishop examined our books, he exclaimed, when he saw 
the immense deficit: But, Sister, what will you do when the spiing of help from 
your benefactors stops flowing? 

“St. Joseph will help,” I answered. Therefore, on our knees, we entreat you, 
dear Father, do not withhold your charitable aid from us in these dreadful times 
which weigh heavily upon us poor Austrians. God will hear our prayers and bless 
abundantly our dear benefactors. Now permit me to tell you what our income and 
expenses were during the last years. From it you will conclude how hard is the 
battle for the daily support of so great a community. 

In 1921 our income was 1,420,930 crowns; our expenses, 2,609,400 crowns, 
which makes a deficit of 1,188,470 crowns. 

In 1922, our income was 67,614,287 crowns; our expenses, 120,041,066 crowns; 
equalling a deficit of 52,426,779 crowns! Surely incredible expenses, and a terrify- 
ing deficit! ($1000.00 would cancel this debt) But we place our confidence in 
God, and we trust our generous benefactors in America will come to our aid. We 
ourselves work hard with our hands to make a living. Once more, I express our 
most sincere gratitude. May God reward you and all those noble hearts abun- 
dantly. Kissing your hand in gratitude, I beg to remain, 

Sr. M. Anastasia, Superioress 
——_————-> 4 > _____—__ Pp i . 
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From San Francisco: “Oh, how happy a person feels after coming home from 
hard work to read these lovely booklets. What heavenly consolation! A thousand 
thanks to God for giving us such beautifulreading; and God’s blessing fall upon you.”’ 


Pennsylvania: ‘‘/ Jove these booklets for the sake of their beautiful contents. It 
is through *‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ and your many booklets that I feel I have 
come to know and understand the faith and to love it, for [ama convert.” 


From Olivet to Calvary 
Reflections and prayers. It will assist you to follow our agonizing 
Savior throughout the stages of His bitter Passion. 5 cents each. 


Che Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 
The wonderful Gift of God, the Holy Eucharist. How to keep 
the Guard of Honor. Reflections and prayers for the Holy Hour. 
An attractive booklet. 5 cents each. 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 
The inexpressible sufferings of the Queen of Martyrs. Promises 
of our Lord to those who venerate the dolors of His Mother. 
Reflections and prayers. 5 cents each. 


Go to Joseph 
St. Joseph’s position in the plan of Redemption; his dignity, sanc- 
tity, power and glory. His feasts. 10 cents each. 


Devotions to $t. Joseph 
A 48-page booklet containing a rich variety of prayers and 
devotions in honor of this glorious saint. 5 cents each. 


Most Zonsoling for the Human Heart 
Vol. Contains revelations which will fill your heart with great 
I confidence in the goodness and mercy of God, and show 
you the value of prayer anda holy intention. t1o0cts. each. 


Vol. Will encourage you to receive the sacraments with joy, 

II strengthen you in sickness, sorrow and tribulation, and 
inspire you to endure these afflictions with patience and 
resignation. 10 cents each. 


Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias 
History of the manifestations of the Holy Christ of Limpias, 
Spain, since Marchi1g1g9. Marvels witnessed by bishops, priests, 
physicians and pilgrims. 10 cents each. 


Che Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain — Pictures 
Three different views inexpressibly beautiful and true. Made up 
in an elegant 16-page map of finest art paper, with a short history 
of this remarkable Crucifix and edifying reflections on the Passion. 
20 cts. each. 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Fervor in devotion to the Blessed Sacrament was greatly 
increased by the last Eucharistic Congress in Rome. What 
lively faith was manifested in the Mystery of the Holy Eu- 
charist! The Holy Father in a glowing address expressed 
his desire that the fire of love for our Savior in the Blessed 
Sacrament may be more and more enkindled in the hearts 
of men. Nothing is more dangerous for a Catholic than 
coldness toward our Eucharistic God. Consequently, noth- 
ing is more necessary than to renew our faith and enkindle 
our love for this Adorable Mystery. This, dear friends, is 
the object of our periodical ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.” 
Our readers say: 


A Priest: ‘““Your magazine is a great help to me in spreading 
devotion among my people, and a means of increasing in love of God.” 


TEXAS: “I am only a new subscriber of ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ but I 
would not take anything for the book. It is so wonderful. I also give it after I 
read it to my friends. 1 hope you will get more subscriptions.” 


KANSAS: “I would like to see the dear magazine in every home as I think 
it inspires more devotion to our dear Lord in the Blessed Sacrament than any 
I have ever read. I would rather give up any of my Catholic papers or literature 
than ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’. I can't quite understand why every good Catholic 
would not want ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ in his home as it is the best ani 
cheapest magazine I have ever seen.” 


ST. PAUL: “I wish to say how much I enjoy reading ‘Tabernacle and 
Purgatory.’”’ It is the only magazine that I read from cover to cover and thoroughly 
enjoy every word of it, and I hope that I will never have to be without it.’ 


Circulate this Eucharistic periodical in Catholic families. 
Be an apostle of the living, loving Heart of Jesus in the 
tabernacle. Our Lord will grant you an eternal reward, 
and those souls to whom you introduce this magazine will 
be forever grateful. This instructive, edifying Eucharistic 
periodical, with its tasty make-up and beautiful pictures is 
issued monthly in English and in German. See list of 
premiums for those who send new subscriptions. 


Tabernacle and Purgatory published under the direction of Rev. P. Lukas, 
O.S.B., at the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 


Subscription Price, per year $1.00 
For Canada, Ireland and England 1.50 
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